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NEC Player of the Week
VIRGINIA EGUSQUIZA, RIDER
Sr., M, 5-4, Getxo, Spain

Egusquiza helped Rider put an end to Monmouth’s six-game win streak, and, now, the team’s leading scorer halts 
the Hawks’ four-week run of possessing the NEC Player of the Week award.  The Broncs’ senior midfielder tallied 
three goals, including two eventual game-winners, during a pair of victories that allowed Rider to lock up the No. 
1 seed in the upcoming four-team NEC Tournament.  Egusquiza’s first tally of the week came in Thursday’s 3-2 
triumph over Monmouth at the Jersey Shore.   With the Broncs clinging to a 2-1 lead in the battle of NEC unbeatens, 
Egusquiza doubled her team’s advantage by blasting a shot into the back of the cage off a penalty corner 3:09 before 
halftime.  Three days later, the two-time NEC Player of the Year accounted for two of Rider’s first three goals in an 
8-0 blanking of Robert Morris that extended the Broncs’ win streak to 11 games.  Egusquiza opened the game’s 
scoring by slamming home a rebound for an unassisted tally in the 3rd minute.  Her six points last week moved her 
league-leading total to 46 points (16G, 14A).

NEC Co-Rookie of the Week
DANIELLE ALLAN, QUINNIPIAC
Fr., F, 5-1, Riverdale, NJ/Pompton Lakes

Allan provided two first-half tallies, both of which proved to be the eventual game-winner, in Quinnipiac’s two NEC 
victories last week.  The freshman forward scored in the back-to-back victories that put the Bobcats on the cusp 
of clinching a spot in the upcoming NEC Tournament.  She scored in the 26th minute of Quinnipiac’s 6-1 win over 
Siena, extending the lead to 2-0 with her tally.  Then, Allan opened the game’s scoring, giving the Bobcats the only 
goal they would need, in a 2-0 blanking of Bryant.  The 5-foot-1 high forward put home a rebound exactly 19:00 into 
the contest against the Bulldogs.  She has five goals thus far this fall.

 SCHOOL ............................ NEC PCT. OVR. PCT. STR. HOME AWAY NEU.
1.   Rider*   ........................................6-0   1.000   15-1   .938   W11   5-0   9-1   1-0

2.  Monmouth*  ................................5-1  .833  13-5  .722  W1  8-3  5-1  0-1

3.  Quinnipiac  ..................................4-2  .667  10-7  .588  W2  7-1  3-6  0-0

4.  Sacred Heart  ...............................3-3  .500  6-11  .353  W2  3-3  3-5  0-3

 St. Francis (PA)  ..........................3-3  .500  5-13  .278  L2  4-2  1-9  0-2

6.  Robert Morris  .............................2-4  .333  8-11  .421  L1  6-2  1-7  1-2

7.  Bryant  .........................................1-5  .167  7-10  .412  L3  4-4  3-6  0-0

8.  Siena  ..........................................0-6  .000  0-17  .000  L17  0-8  0-9  0-0

Aug. 29 ...........................................Danielle Allan, QU
Sept. 6 ................................... Autumn Pellman, SFPA
Sept. 12 ............................Michelle Lewthwaite, RMU
Sept. 19 ..................................... Erin McKenzie, RMU
Sept. 26 ............................................ Rosie Bird, BRY
Oct. 3 ................................................ Rosie Bird, BRY
Oct. 10 ................................... Autumn Pellman, SFPA
Oct. 17 .. Autumn Pellman (SFPA) & Jamie Hartley (RMU)

NEC Rookie of the Week

NEC Player of the Week
Aug. 29 ...........................................Danielle Allan, QU
...............................................Virginia Egusquiza, RID
Sept.6 ....................................Virginia Egusquiza, RID
Sept. 12 ............................Michelle Lewthwaite, RMU
Sept. 19 ............................................ Kim Cunniff, QU
Sept. 26 ..................................Nicole Manziano, MON
Oct. 3 ......M. Pieczynski (MON) & V. Egusquiza (RID)
Oct. 10 ............................... Michelle Pieczynski, MON
Oct. 17  ...................................Patricia O’Dwyer, MON

NEC PRESEASON POLL
1. Rider (4)

2. Monmouth (2)

3. Quinnipiac (2)

4. Bryant

5. Saint Francis (PA)

6. Sacred Heart

7. Robert Morris

8. Siena

First-place votes in parentheses ( ).
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NEC Co-Rookie of the Week
SARAH BERGMAN, SACRED HEART
Fr., M, 5-5, Blandon, PA/Fleetwood Area 

Bergman sparked Sacred Heart’s offense in a pair of victories that catapulted the Pioneers into the middle of the NEC 
Tournament race.  SHU started the week on the fringe of postseason contention, but Bergman’s effort helped change 
that.  The rookie midfielder was in a giving mood as she dished out four assists in wins over Siena and Bryant.  With 
Sacred Heart facing an early 1-0 deficit against Bryant, Bergman centered the ball to Lindsay Kasten who beat the 
keeper and evened the score at 1-1 in the eventual 3-2 win.  Two days later, the first-year Pioneer picked up three 
assists in a 4-0 blanking of Siena.  She hooked up with Kasten again to open the game’s scoring in the 9th minute, 
sending a pass to her teammate who one-timed it home.
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AROUND THE LEAGUE
What a Run for Rider! - Rider’s 8-0 shoutout Robert Morris was more than just the team’s 11th win in a row.  The victory, which moved the Broncs’ NEC record to 6-0 with one game left to play, 
guaranteed Rider at least a share of the NEC regular season crown.  Lori Hussong’s team has now staked claim to the conference’s regular season title in each of the past three years and six times 
overall in its history as a league member.  At worst, Rider can finish in a tie for first with Monmouth this season, but the Broncs hold the head-to-head tiebreaker over the Hawks and have guaran-
teed themselves to host the upcoming four-team NEC Tournament.

Two Spots Still up for Grabs - Rider (6-0) has guaranteed itself to be the top seed and Garden State rival Monmouth (5-1) is locked in at No. 2.  The top half of the four-team NEC Tournament 
field is set, but two vacancies still remain for the postseason event, the winner of which will take on the Ivy League champion in a NCAA Play-in contest.  The 2011 NEC Tournament will unfold on 
Nov. 4 & 5 at Rider’s Ben Cohen Field in Lawrenceville, NJ.  Right now, Quinnipiac (4-3) controls its own destiny as Becca Main Kohli’s Bobcats looks for a fourth straight postseason berth.  The 
Bobcats will face Constitution State rival Sacred Heart in the regular season finale of Oct. in what will be an extremely meaningful contest. Sacred Heart (3-3) is also fighting for its postseason life.  
The Pioneers are tied with Saint Francis (PA) (3-3) for fourth place in the league standings.  Sacred Heart will clinch a playoff spot with a victory over Quinnipiac, but will find itself on the outside 
looking in if it loses. Saint Francis (PA) will get in with a win over Rider in its finale.  Should SFPA lose, it would need losses by SHU and Robert Morris in order to survive.  RMU (2-4) still has 
hope of sneaking into the four-team tournament.  The Colonials need a win over Monmouth coupled with losses by Sacred Heart and Saint Francis (PA) to clinch.  Quinnipiac will find itself missing 
out on the postseason, only if it loses and Saint Francis (PA) defeats Rider.

A Lot of Class - The senior class of Rider field hockey players has more wins (61) than any other four-year period in Broncd’ history.  With one game left in the 2011 regular season NEC schedule, 
this group is a combined 27-1 in four seasons in conference play.

Offensive Studs on Opposite Halves of Garden State Rivalry - Rider’s Virginia Egusquiza (Getxo, Spain) and Monmouth’s Michelle Pieczynski (Doylestown, PA/Central Bucks West) each tal-
lied a point when the two Garden State rivals clashed in a battle of NEC unbeatens on Oct. 20.  Egusquiza scored a first-half tally off a penalty corner, which proved to be the eventual game-winner.  
After two more goals three days later against Siena, Egusquiza took over the program’s all-time scoring lead with 146 points.  Meanwhile, Pieczynski assisted on Monmouth’s first goal against 
Rider and also sits as her program’s all-time leading scorer. The junior forward, who has posted career highs in goals (19) and assists (6) this season, has 94 career points on 41 tallies and 12 
helpers.

• For the eighth time in program history, Monmouth 
clinched a berth in Northeast Conference Tournament.  It’s 
the third trip to the postseason for the Hawks under fifth-
year head coach Carli Figlio.
• Junior forward Michelle Pieczynski (Doylestown, PA/
Central Bucks West) became MU’s all-time points leader 
after registering six points over the weekend.   The junior, 
who has posted career-high in goals (19) and assists (6), 
has 94 career points on 41 tallies and 12 helpers.
• Pieczynski’s six points over the weekend keeps her as the 
team leader with 44 points (19G, 6A), followed by sopho-
more Patricia O’Dwyer (Dublin, Ireland), who scored both 
goals against the Broncs, has 29 points (11G, 7A).
• Monmouth ends the regular season against Robert Morris 

in Moon Township and can gain a share of the NEC regular season crown with a win and a loss 
by Rider.

MONMOUTH HAWKS
OVERALL RECORD: 13-5, 5-1 NEC - RECORD LAST WEEK: 1-1

LAST WEEK’S OPPONENTS:  L, 3-2 vs. RIDER (Oct. 20); W, 3-0 vs. SAINT FRANCIS (PA) (Oct. 23)
THIS WEEK’S OPPONENTS:  Oct. 30 at ROBERT MORRIS

• Kimberly Cunniff (Walpole, MA) hit two milestones this 
past weekend. She became the eighth player in program his-
tory to reach the 50-point mark for her career and the third 
to score 30 points in a season. Her 13 assists for the year are 
also the second most in program history. Cunniff led Quin-
nipiac with three goals, scoring twice against Siena before 
scoring one goal and assisting on another against Bryant.
• Kaitlyn Notarianni (Clarks Summit, PA) became the sev-
enth player in program history to tally 50 points in a career. 
• GK Nicole Lewis (East Amherst, NY) allowed just one goal in a 
pair of NEC wins this weekend. Lewis stopped 13 of 14 shots 
on the cage from Siena in a 6-1 win before posting her sec-
ond shutout of the season in a 2-0 blanking of Bryant. Lewis 
had three saves in the Sunday win as she becomes Quin-
nipiac’s first goalie since Jenna Grossman in 2006 to win 10 
games in a season.
• Quinnipiac closes out the regular season when it hosts Sacred Heart (Oct. 28) and can clinch 
the program’s fourth consecutive NEC Tournament berth with a win.

QUINNIPIAC BOBCATS
OVERALL RECORD: 10-7, 4-2 NEC - RECORD LAST WEEK: 2-0

LAST WEEK’S OPPONENTS: W, 6-1 at SIENA (Oct. 21); W, 2-0 vs. BRYANT (Oct. 23)
THIS WEEK’S OPPONENTS: Oct. 28 vs. SACRED HEART

BRYANT BULLDOGS
OVERALL RECORD: 7-10, 1-5 NEC - RECORD LAST WEEK: 0-2

LAST WEEK’S OPPONENTS: W, 3-2 vs. SACRED HEART (Oct. 21); W, 4-0 vs. QUINNIPIAC (Oct. 23)
THIS WEEK’S OPPONENTS:  Oct. 28 vs. SACRED HEART

• The Bulldogs dropped a pair of conference 
matches and were eliminated from postseason 
contention as a result.
• Bryant freshman Rosie Bird (Hamilton, New 
Zealand) picked up team-leading 14th marker 
of the season, pushing her season point total to 
29.  The New Zealander now ranks fifth in Bryant 
program history in points in a single season.
• The program honored its five seniors before 
Friday night’s match against Sacred Heart, as 
seniors Katherine Andrusin (North Andover, MA/
North Andover), Emily Charpentier (Walpole, MA/Walpole), Jennifer Gullotti (Waltham, MA/
Waltham), Courtney Landi (Kingston, NY/Kingston) and Karlie Tiscia (Stamford, CT/Stam-
ford) all competed in the last home game of their careers.
• Bryant will look to wrap up the year on a high note against Siena on the road on Sunday, Oct. 
30.

RIDER BRONCS
OVERALL RECORD: 15-1, 6-0 NEC - RECORD LAST WEEK: 2-0

LAST WEEK’S OPPONENTS: W, 3-2 at MONMOUTH (Oct. 20); W, 8-0 vs. ROBERT MORRIS (Oct. 23) 
THIS WEEK’S OPPONENTS: Oct. 26 vs. Pennsylvania; Oct. 30 at SAINT FRANCIS (PA)

• Winners of 11 in a row, and 22 straight NEC regular 
season games dating back to 2008, Rider is 6-0 in 
conference play for the third year in a row.  Since 2007, 
Rider is 33-2 in regular season conference play.
• Undefeated (14-0) all-time at the recently named Ben 
Cohen Field on the Lawrenceville campus, Rider hosts 
Pennsylvania on October 26 in the final regular season 
home game.  Rider will host the NEC tournament 
November 4-5 at Ben Cohen Field as the top seed.
• NEC Player of the Week Virginia Egusquiza (Getxo, 
Spain) scored six points (3G) last week and is now 
Rider’s all-time leading scorer with 146 points, surpassing the previous mark of 144 (Christina Ang).
• Rider did nothing to hurt its national rankings this past week, winning twice by a combined 11-2 
score. As of October 16, Rider led the nation in penalty corners and scoring margin and was second 
in goals per game, scoring average, shutouts per game and points per game and third in winning 
percentage.  The Broncs were also sixth in goals against average and assists per game.
• A stroke of genius: With her penalty stroke goal against Robert Morris, Egusquiza is now five for five 
on the season and 14 of 15 in her career on penalty strokes.

BIRD FLIES HIGHEST
Bryant freshman forward Rosie Bird 

leads all NEC rookies in goals, having 
scored 14 in her first 17 collegiate 
contests. Bird has already worked 

her way up to fifth place on the 
program’s single-season scoring list 

with 29 points and one game left.

TEAM-BY-TEAM NOTES

ZERO HERO
Goalie Rebecca Lotito (28-3 in her 
career) allowed only two goals in 130 
minutes this past week (two games) 
and has seven shutouts on the sea-
son (14 in her career) with 0.73 GAA.  
Overall, nine of Rider’s 15 wins have 

been via shutout.



2010 NEC FIELD HOCKEY CHAMPION RIDER BRONCS
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YEAR-BY-YEAR TOURNAMENT CHAMPION
1998........................................ No Tournament Contested
1999.................................................................Quinnipiac
2000......................................................................... Rider
2001.................................................................Quinnipiac
2002......................................................................... Rider
2003.................................................................Quinnipiac
2004......................................................................... Rider
2005............................................................. Sacred Heart
2006............................................................... Lock Haven
2007............................................................... Lock Haven
2008............................................................... Lock Haven
2009............................................................... Lock Haven
2010......................................................................... Rider

• The Pioneers kept their playoff hopes alive with two big 

conference wins – 3-2 at Bryant Friday night and 4-0 vs. 

Siena Sunday afternoon.

• Six different players scored for SHU this weekend, including 

Lindsay Kasten (2), Kate Boyd, Alex Melillo, Nikki Kimboro-

wicz, Jen O’Malley, and Karly Duven.

• GK Kim Stow earned her second shutout of the season 

with four saves against Siena, and made 10 stops in the win 

against Bryant.

• The Pioneers held a Senior Day ceremony to honor Kate 

Boyd, Kelsey Cox, Hannah Robinson, Katie Mazin, Melissa Hancock, Alex Melillo, and Kim 

Stow before the game against Siena.

SACRED HEART PIONEERS
OVERALL RECORD: 6-11, 3-3 NEC - RECORD LAST WEEK: 2-0

LAST WEEK’S OPPONENTS: W, 3-2 at BRYANT (Oct. 21); W, 4-0 vs. SIENA (Oct. 23)
THIS WEEK’S OPPONENTS:  Oct. 28 at QUINNIPIAC

• Siena dropped two more games in NEC play this weekend. The Saints are still winless on the 

season.

• Junior Kelly Johansmeyer scored her third goal in six games against the Bobcats, while 

freshman Katherine Bowie added to her team-high assist total with her fourth of the year. 

• Sophomore goalkeeper Beth Meyers inched closer to the program’s single-season saves 

record this weekend. She now has 213 on the year, two away from the Siena record held by 

Renee Clavette ‘10.

SIENA SAINTS
OVERALL RECORD: 0-17, 0-6 NEC - RECORD LAST WEEK: 0-2

LAST WEEK’S OPPONENTS: L, 6-1 vs. QUINNIPIAC (Oct. 21); L, 4-0 at SACRED HEART (Oct. 23) 
THIS WEEK’S OPPONENTS: Oct. 30 vs. BRYANT

ROBERT MORRIS COLONIALS
OVERALL RECORD: 8-11, 2-4 NEC - RECORD LAST WEEK: 1-1

LAST WEEK’S OPPONENTS: W, 2-1 (PS) vs. SAINT FRANCIS (PA) (Oct. 21); L, 8-0 at RIDER (Oct. 23)
THIS WEEK’S OPPONENTS:  Oct. 30 vs. MONMOUTH

• The Colonials eked out a win over rival Saint 

Francis (PA) in penalty strokes.  The victory kept 

the Colonials’ postseason hopes alive.

• Robert Morris is 6-2 at home this season.  

• RMU needs to defeat Monmouth in its regular 

season finale in order to have a chance at qualify-

ing for the four-team NEC Tournament.  The 

Colonials will also need losses by Sacred Heart 

and SFPA. 

 

SAINT FRANCIS (PA) RED FLASH
OVERALL RECORD: 5-13, 3-3 NEC - RECORD LAST WEEK: 0-2

LAST WEEK’S OPPONENTS: L, 2-1 (PS) at ROBERT MORRIS (Oct. 21); L, 3-0 at MONMOUTH (Oct. 23)
THIS WEEK’S OPPONENTS: Oct. 30 vs. RIDER

• Saint Francis fell in double penalty strokes for the first 

time in school history Friday. The Red Flash had gone to 

penalty strokes once before against Robert Morris but 

Friday’s game marked the first double penalty stroke game 

in school history. 

• The two overtime affair at Robert Morris marked just the third double overtime game in 

school history for SFU. 

• The Red Flash can lock up a NEC tournament berth with a win against conference-leading 

Rider Sunday.

• Two weeks ago, freshman Autumn Pellman (Millerstown, PA/Greenwood) became the Red 

Flash’s single-season record holder for goals (12) and points (25).

WHAT A SEASON!

The Colonials’ eight wins in 2011 have 

already topped the program’s previous 

single-season record. Robert Morris 

won five games in the 2008 season. 

2011 NEC FIELD HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIP
The 2011 Northeast Conference Tournament, the winner of which will represent the league in the NCAA Opening Round, is slated 
for November 4 & 5 and will once again be played at the home facility of the No. 1 seed.


