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Monmouth Selected To Capture 2008 NEC Men’s Soccer Championship
Three-Time Defending Regular Season Champion Hawks Look To Regain Crown

Somerset, NJ -- Monmouth, which has won three straight NEC regular season titles, has been
chosen as the preseason favorite to claim the 2008 Northeast Conference men’s soccer cham-
pionship, according to a poll of league head coaches.  The Hawks received five first place votes
to edge out defending NEC champion Central Connecticut State, which was picked second and
earned three first place nods.  Sacred Heart took the third spot in the poll, followed by Quin-
nipiac in fourth and Saint Francis (PA) in fifth.  Both the Bobcats and Red Flash each earned
a lone first place vote.  Robert Morris was tabbed sixth, followed by Long Island in seventh and
Fairleigh Dickinson in eighth.  St. Francis (NY) and Mount St. Mary’s round out the poll.  The
NEC will be looking to build upon a terrific 2007 campaign that culminated with Central
Connecticut State reaching the round of 16 in the NCAA Tournament.

Monmouth (12-5-2, 7-2 NEC), which won the NEC title in 2006, missed out on a chance
to repeat last season when CCSU connected on the game’s lone goal in the waning minutes of
their NEC semifinals matchup in West Long Branch.  Still, with three consecutive conference
regular season crowns and a 20-2-5 mark in NEC play since the 2005 season, fifth year head
coach Rob McCourt - a three-time NEC Coach of the Year - has built a powerhouse program on
the Jersey Shore.  McCourt will have to tinker with his offense this coming year with the
graduation of leading scorers Damon Wilson (seven goals, six assists) and Tom Gray (six
goals, four assists), two of the best players of recent Monmouth vintage.  Looking to fill the void will be senior Rob LaRocca (Holmdel, NY/
Christian Brothers Academy) and sophomore Ryan Kinne (Naugatuck, CT/Naugatuck), a pair of forwards who scored three goals
apiece last season.  The Hawks’ identity as a team in recent years has been based on its suffocating defense.  A year ago, Monmouth allowed a
league-low 0.74 goals per game and registered an NEC-best ten shutouts, including a 1-0 win over then #16 North Carolina in its season
opener.  Much of the defensive nucleus returns, including second team all-NEC defenders Angelo Amato (Livingston, NJ/Montclair
Kimberly Academy) and Daniel Bostock (Nottinghamshire, England/Virginia Intermont).  Look for sophomore Bryan Meredith
(Scotch Plains, NJ/Scotch Plains-Fanwood) to be given the opportunity to fill the shoes of two-year starter Daniel Schenkel between the
pipes.  To ensure the program’s viability for the near future, McCourt enlisted the services of seven newcomers in a highly regarded recruiting
class that includes midfielder Cesar Blacido (Ramsey, NJ/Ramsey), a member of the U.S. Soccer Development Academy’s Under-18
National Starting XI and brother of junior forward Jorge Blacido (Ramsey, NJ/Ramsey), who sat out last season after transferring from
Fairleigh Dickinson.

2008 Northeast Conference
Men’s Soccer

Preseason Coaches Poll

1. Monmouth (5)
2. Central Connecticut State (3)
3. Sacred Heart
4. Quinnipiac (1)
5. Saint Francis (PA) (1)
6. Robert Morris
7. Long Island
8. Fairleigh Dickinson
9. Mount St. Mary’s
10. St. Francis (NY)

First place votes in parentheses
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Central Connecticut State (10-9-3, 4-3-2 NEC) enjoyed a Cinderella run to its first NEC title last season after qualifying for the
conference tournament on the final day of the regular season.  Seeded fourth, the Blue Devils knocked off defending champion Monmouth in
the NEC semifinals, then edged Saint Francis (PA) in the title game, both by identical 1-0 scores.  The best was yet to come for head coach Shaun
Green and the Blue Devils, who went on to oust No. 15 Harvard and No. 9 Tulsa in the first two rounds of the NCAA Tournament before
eventually succumbing to UMass in the third round.  CCSU, which finished the year ranked 25th nationally, became just the second team in NEC
history to reach the NCAA round of 16.  Green, a mainstay who is entering his 24th year in New Britain, has hopes of recapturing the magic again
in 2008 with many of the key components returning to the pitch.  Senior David Tyrie (Norwich-on-Norfolk, England/City of Norwich)
is a three-time all-NEC defender, the 2007 NEC Defensive Player of the Year and 2007 NEC Tournament Most Valuable Player.  With Tyrie and
fellow English import Paul Armstrong (Liverpool, England/St. Margaret’s) - a junior keeper who ranked second in the conference in
save percentage (.845) and shutouts (seven) - serving as the anchors, the Blue Devils allowed a league-low six goals in conference play last
season.  The Blue Devils also bring back senior forward Yan Klukowski (Wiltshire, England/Sheldon), one of the most creative
offensive forces in the NEC and a three-time all-NEC award recipient.  Klukowski led the league with eight assists in 2007 and has amassed 22
helpers in his three years with the club.  He also ranked fifth in the conference in both scoring (six goals) and points (20).  Joining Klukowski
up front is fellow countryman Christopher Brown (Isle of Man, Great Britain/St. Ninians), a sophomore who finished second on the
Blue Devils with five goals and 11 points last season.  Green was busy in the offseason and will bring in 15 newcomers to training camp this fall.

Sacred Heart (10-8-1, 6-3 NEC) has qualified for NEC Tournament play in two of the last three years, and with the return of all 11 starters,
has set its sights on the program’s first conference championship.  Now in his fourth year at the helm of the Pioneer program, Joe Barosso has
engineered a remarkable turnaround in Fairfield.  After going winless in league play the year prior to his arrival, the Pioneers have since posted
a 13-11-3 record versus NEC rivals, including a best-ever third place finish and school-record ten victories in 2007.  Not only will Barosso field
a team long on experience, but one with three returning conference all-stars.  Senior defender David Backman (Gothenburg, Sweden/
Aspero Idrotts Gymnasium) and senior goalkeeper Matthew Jones (Stoke-on-Trent, England/Sandon) were tabbed to the all-
NEC first team a year ago and sparked one of the league’s top defensive units.  The Pioneers allowed just seven goals in league play as Jones
finished tied for second in the conference with seven shutouts and posted a 0.91 goals-against-average.  Senior midfielder Luke Gagliardi
(North Branford, CT/North Branford) finished with a goal and an assist en-route to second team all-NEC accolades in 2007.  He will be
flanked by senior Ricarti Mendes (Campinas, Brazil/Maria Matosinho) (six goals, six assists) and junior Jason Tessitore (Orange,
CT/Amity) (seven goals), who ranked one-two on the team in scoring with 18 and 14 points, respectively.

After winning just once in 2006 and being picked 10th in the NEC preseason coaches poll, Quinnipiac (9-3-5, 3-2-4 NEC) pulled off a
stunning turnaround last season that included the best start in conference annals (9-0-1) and a stay atop the NSCAA North Atlantic Regional
rankings at one point in October.  After winning its first three league matches, the Bobcats - who had scored 22 times in their first ten outings
- began to have trouble locating the net on the offensive end, and eventually finished a single point shy of qualifying for the NEC Tournament for
the first time since 2004.  Fourth year head coach Eric Da Costa has the program headed in the right direction and can count on dynamic
senior midfielder/forward Graciano Brito (Sao Nicolau, Cape Verde/Liceu Ludgero Lima) to help take the team to the next level.
Brito, the 2007 NEC Player of the Year, ranked second on the circuit with 12 goals and 27 points, and finished eighth nationally in both
categories.  On the opposite end of the field stands junior goalkeeper Frederick Hall (St. George, Bermuda/South Florida), a second
team all-NEC pick.  Hall ranked first in the nation last season in save percentage (.915) and saves per game (7.38), and also led the NEC with
a 0.64 goals against average.  He was recently recognized by CollegeSoccerNews.com as one of the top-five keepers in Division I.

In each of the last two seasons, Saint Francis (PA) (9-9-2, 6-2-1 NEC) has come within an eyelash of winning its first NEC Tournament title,
dropping 1-0 decisions to Monmouth in 2006 and CCSU in 2007.  Now in his second year, head coach Mike Casper will look to continue and
build upon the success the program has realized in recent years, including a pair of second place regular season finishes and a combined 12-
3-3 record against NEC opposition the last two seasons.  Renown for its stingy defense, Casper will be forced to replace two of the league’s best
stoppers in Bryan Maguire and Bryce Luetzen.  The Red Flash do return senior netminder Brad Williams (San Lorenzo, CA/Arroyo),
who paced the NEC with eight shutouts and registered a 1.01 goals against average in 2007.  Four-time all-NEC midfielder Jarron Brooks was
also lost to graduation, so Saint Francis will continue to build around a pair of New Zealand natives.  Sophomore forward Patrick Fleming
(Danedia, New Zealand/Bayfield) led the Red Flash with 13 points and tied junior midfielder/defender Daniel Moir (Christchurch,
New Zealand/Shirley Boys) for team goal scoring honors with five tallies.
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Robert Morris (7-7-4, 2-4-3 NEC) missed out on the postseason for the first time since 2004 and only the second time in the last seven
years following a sixth place finish in 2007.  Entering his 12th year in Moon Township, head coach Bill Denniston’s young squad will feature
11 newcomers, but his biggest task will be finding a way to fill the scoring void left with the graduation of three-time NEC all-star Jacek
Przednowek.  Przednowek accounted for nearly 58 percent of the team’s scoring last season, led the NEC with 15 goals and 34 points, and
ranked in the top-three nationally in both categories.  Denniston can call upon sophomore midfielder Neil Shaffer (Aliquippa, PA/
Beaver) to help shoulder some of the goal-scoring load after finishing second on the club with four goals and 11 points as a freshman last
season.  Senior Tyler Stanley (Kalispell, MT/Columbia Falls) tied for third on the Colonials with four assists and will complement Shaffer
in the midfield.  Three-year starter Matt Felice (Missisaugua, Ontario/Philip Pocock), who ranked second in Division I with 7.0 saves
per match, brings experience in net.

Long Island (5-8-4, 2-4-3 NEC) could surprise this season with the return of junior forward Frank Alesci (Ridgewood, NY/LaSalle
Academy), a first team all-NEC performer as a freshman in 2006 who missed last season with a knee injury.  Tenth year head coach TJ Kostecky
also brings back his top-two scorers in senior forwards Jukka Lehto (Lahti, Finland/Salpausselan Urheilulukio) and Peter Huijgen
(Harderwijk, Netherlands/University of Utrecht).  Lehto paced the team with six goals (seventh in the NEC) and 12 points, while Huijgen
ended the year with three goals and a team-high three assists.  The Blackbirds defense is anchored by senior Frank Judice (Covington, LA/
Covington), who arrived in Brooklyn last season after a two-year stint at Memphis.

Fairleigh Dickinson (4-10-3, 2-5-2 NEC), the NEC standard-bearer in men’s soccer for much of the last decade, will look for a return
to prominence following an off-year that saw the Knights drop five one-goal games in league play and miss out on the NEC Tournament for just
the second time since 1997.  The franchise player for 12th year head coach Seth Roland will again be explosive junior forward  Samson
Malijani (Lusaka, Zambia/La Sapienza).  A former NEC Rookie of the Year and a first team all-conference honoree in 2007, Malijani led
the Knights and ranked third in the league with 10 goals and 22 points.  No other player scored more than twice for the Knights last season,
though junior forward Fernando Bo Huthmacher (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil/Da Lagoa) should continue to see opportunities playing
alongside Malijani this season.

St. Francis (NY) (4-9-5, 2-5-2 NEC) took a step forward last season under head coach Tom Giovatto, who graduated just three players
and has a core of talented offensive players at his disposal.  NEC Rookie of the Year John Sallhag (Vaxjo, Sweden/Katedralskolan)
finished with nine goals, four assists and 22 points in 2007 to rank first among NEC freshman and in the overall top-ten in all three categories.
He was the league’s only freshman voted all-conference, earning second team plaudits.  Local product Semso Nikocevic (Brooklyn, NY/
Kingsborough CC), a senior midfielder, spent much of last season feeding Sallhag and finished the year ranked second in the NEC with six
assists to go along with four markers.  Junior defender Javier Gonzalez (Caracas, Venezuela) gives the Terriers some offensive punch
from the backfield after contributing three goals and seven points in 2007.

Mount St. Mary’s (4-11-2, 2-6-1 NEC) will hope to generate more offense this year after struggling to find the back of the net in 2007.
Sophomore midfielder Eric Detzel (York, PA/Central York) was a bright spot for the Mount last season, finishing the year tied for the team
lead with eight points and second with three goals.  Senior midfielder/forward Vinnie Berry (Helensburgh, Scotland/St. Patrick’s) is a
two-time second team NEC all-star.

The 2008 NEC Men’s Soccer Tournament will take place at the home of the high seed on November 14 & 16.  The top four teams in the regular
season standings will advance to the postseason event.  The winner of the NEC Tournament will receive the league’s automatic bid to the 2008
NCAA Soccer Tournament.
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