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Monmouth Men’s Soccer Picked Unanimously To Repeat As Northeast Conference Champion
Five-Time Defending Regular Season Champion Hawks Seek Return To NCAA Tournament

Somerset, NJ -- Defending Northeast Conference (NEC) champion Monmouth is the unani-
mous pick to capture the 2010 NEC men’s soccer title.  This marks the fifth straight year the
Hawks - who have been ranked 15th nationally in the NSCAA preseason poll - have been
chosen by the league’s head coaches to claim the championship and the first unanimous
selection since Fairleigh Dickinson was tabbed to win it all in 2002.  Coaches were not allowed
to vote for their own team.

Trailing Monmouth in the poll in order were Quinnipiac, Fairleigh Dickinson and St. Francis
(NY), the four teams that comprised the 2009 NEC playoff field.  Mount St. Mary’s was selected
fifth, followed by Sacred Heart in sixth and Saint Francis (PA) in seventh.  Long Island was
tabbed eight and Central Connecticut State ninth.  Robert Morris and Bryant round out the
field of 11.

Monmouth’s (18-2-2, 8-1-1 NEC) transformation into a national soccer power under
seventh year head coach Rob McCourt has been nothing short of remarkable.  The Hawks
have claimed five consecutive NEC regular season titles under McCourt, and are coming off a
landmark season that saw the Blue & White establish a school record with 18 victories and win
their first NEC Tournament championship since 2006.  Monmouth entered the NCAA Tourna-
ment ranked fifth in the nation - the highest an NEC team has reached in the modern era - and earned the opportunity to host #12 UConn on
the Great Lawn in the first round of the NCAA Tournament.  Before a sellout crowd, the Hawks advanced past the Huskies in penalty kicks before
falling to Harvard in the next round.  The Hawks finished the season ranked 13th nationally in the final NSCAA poll.  With a 34-4-8 record in
league play over the last five seasons, it should come as little surprise Monmouth has emerged as the unanimous pick to repeat as NEC
champion.  While McCourt lost second team All-American defender Daniel Bostock to graduation, he does return senior forward Ryan Kinne
(Naugatuck, CT/Naugatuck), a first team All-America performer who is the reigning NEC Player of the Year.  Named to the Hermann Trophy
Watch List for a second consecutive season, Kinne ranked second in the NEC in goals (10) and points (27), and third in assists (seven) in
2009.  Kinne will once again be flanked up front by senior Chase Barbieri (Hillsborough, NJ/Hillsborough).  Barbieri tallied on six
occasions last season, including a goal in the NEC title game win over Quinnipiac.  Setting up the high-scoring duo will be sophomore Ryan
Clark (Freehold, NJ/Freehold Township), a first team All-NEC midfielder who stood out as one of the top newcomers on the circuit a year
ago when he ranked in the league’s top-10 in scoring (17 points), goals (six) and assists (five).  Junior Max Hamilton (Medford, NJ/
Shawnee), an All-NEC second teamer, will suit up alongside Clark in a potent midfield.  The NEC’s stingiest defense is led by a pair of second

2010 Northeast Conference
Men’s Soccer

Preseason Coaches Poll

1. Monmouth (10)
2. Quinnipiac (1)
3. Fairleigh Dickinson
4. St. Francis (NY)
5. Mount St. Mary’s
6. Sacred Heart
7. Saint Francis (PA)
8. Long Island
9. Central Connecticut State
10. Robert Morris
11. Bryant

First place votes in parentheses

(2010 Northeast Conference Men’s Soccer Preseason Poll Release; 1-of-3)

Northeast Conference
399 Campus Drive    •    1st Floor    •    Somerset, NJ 08873
(732) 469-0440  •  Fax (732) 469-0744   •  www.northeastconference.org

Bryant University (2012-13) • Central Connecticut State University • Fairleigh Dickinson University
Long Island University • Monmouth University • Mount St. Mary’s University • Quinnipiac University

Robert Morris University • Sacred Heart University • St. Francis (NY) College
Saint Francis (PA) University • Wagner College



(2010 Northeast Conference Men’s Soccer Preseason Poll Release; 2-of-3)

team all-stars.  Senior keeper Bryan Meredith (Scotch Plains, NJ/Scotch Plains-Fanwood), who was also named to the Hermann
Trophy Watch List, led the conference and ranked third in the nation with a 0.44 goals against average.  Meredith, who posted 14 shutouts and
whose .859 save percentage was the tenth-best mark in Division I, made the decisive save in the sixth round of PKs against UConn in the NCAA
Tournament.  Though the Hawks must replace Bostock, the 2009 NEC Defensive Player of the Year, junior R.J. Allen (Old Bridge, NJ/St.
Joseph’s) will provide a veteran presence in the backfield.  A terrific two-way performer who was named NEC Tournament MVP, Allen scored
twice and tied for the league lead with eight assists on the year.

After advancing to the NEC title match for the first time in its history last season, Quinnipiac (9-4-7, 6-2-2 NEC) has its sights set on nothing
short of a conference championship in 2010.  With sixth year head coach Eric Da Costa at the helm, the Bobcats have steadily climbed the NEC
ladder, culminating in back-to-back third place NEC finishes the last two seasons.  Likewise, Quinnipiac has posted a 27-12-16 (.636) overall
mark the last three years, the second-best mark in the conference over that span.  The Bobcats return one of the impact performers from last
year’s NEC freshman class in forward Philip Suprise (Milwaukee, WI/Pius XI).  Surprise, a two-time NEC Rookie of the Week, led the
Bobcats with seven goals and 16 points.  He netted three game-winning tallies and ranked fifth in the league in goals and sixth in scoring.  Senior
Durval Pereira (Cheshire, CT/Cheshire) is a playmaking midfielder who serves as a skilled complement to Surprise.  Pereira scored
twice and paced the team with four assists last season.  While Da Costa must find a replacement for first team All-NEC keeper Frederick Hall, he
does return senior defender Pierre Soubrier (Aurignac, France/Scarborough), himself a first-teamer in 2009.  Soubrier anchored a
defense that allowed just seven goals in ten league outings, and also provided offensive punch with four goals on the year.

A perennial NEC contender, Fairleigh Dickinson (9-9-1, 6-3-1 NEC) has captured five NEC Tournament titles over the last decade and
qualified for the four-team tourney 11 times in the last 13 years.  Though FDU’s hope of repeating as conference champion last season were
dashed in the semifinals, a returning blend of youth and experience could catapult the Knights back to the top spot in 2010.  Entering his 15th
year in Teaneck, Seth Roland welcomes back senior forward Samson Malijani (Lusaka, Zambia), who sat out last season with a knee
injury.  A scintillating scorer who ranked second in the nation in goals (0.90) and points per game (2.05) as a junior in 2008, Malijani hopes
to regain the form that garnered him third team NSCAA/adidas All-American accolades.  Malijani will team up with sophomore midfielder
Dominic Reinold (Wesseling, Germany/Gesamtschule Rodenkirchen) to form one of the most dynamic one-two scoring punches in
the conference.  Reinold was tabbed the NEC and ECAC Rookie of the Year last season after leading the circuit with 12 goals and 28 points.  The
first team All-NEC pick scored nine times and racked up 20 points in 10 league games.  Junior Jason Wells (Montclair, NJ/Montclair), a
second team all-star defender, keyed a late season playoff push, as FDU yielded just four goals in a five-game win streak that clinched a
postseason spot for the Knights.

St. Francis (NY) (10-6-2, 7-2-1 NEC) has undergone a complete transformation under head coach Tom Giovatto, now in his fourth year
at the helm of the program.  The Terriers ended an eight-year NEC playoff drought last season and came within a razor’s edge of reaching their
first title match since 1998, coming up one goal short in a penalty kick shootout to Quinnipiac.  Coming off back-to-back double digit win
seasons, St. Francis is riding a wave of momentum in pursuit of conference title glory.  Giovatto took a hit with the loss of three All-NEC players
- midfielder Semso Nikocevic, along with defenders Anthony Matos and Javier Gonzalez - to graduation, but does return senior forwards John
Sallhag (Vaxjo, Sweden/Katedralskolan) and Jeverton De Lorenzi (Rutherford, NJ/Rutherford).  Sallhag was the 2007 NEC
Rookie of the Year and is now a three-time All-NEC selection.  He finished the 2009 campaign with four goals and four assists, and over his three
seasons has earned recognition as one of the league’s top scorers with career totals of 21 goals, 12 assists and 54 points.  De Lorenzi finished
2009 as the team leader with five goals, four assists and 14 points.

One year after making a run to the NEC championship match, Mount St. Mary’s (6-10-1, 5-4-1 NEC) missed out on claiming an NEC
postseason berth for a second straight season with a loss to Monmouth in its regular season finale.  The Mount has now posted back-to-back
winning NEC campaigns and returns a wealth of offensive talent for 11th year head coach Rob Ryerson.  High scoring junior forward Chris
Wheeler (Newcastle, Australia/St. Francis Xavier) followed up on his NEC Rookie of the Year campaign by earning first team All-NEC
plaudits in 2009.  Wheeler’s eight goals and 17 points ranked him fourth in the conference in both categories.  A strong midfield is led by
seniors Eric Detzel (York, PA/Central York) and  Scott Phinith (Gaithersburg, MD/Magruder).  Phinith was a second team NEC all-
star who finished second on the Mountaineers a year ago with four goals and nine points.  Phinith dished for a team-high five assists last season
to rank fifth on the loop.



(2010 Northeast Conference Men’s Soccer Preseason Poll Release; 3-of-3)

Despite fielding one of the NEC’s youngest outfits last season, Sacred Heart (7-8-2, 4-5-1 NEC) remained in contention for a playoff bid
until the final day of regular season competition.  The Pioneers continued to stymie opponents with a suffocating defense - a trademark of sixth-
year head coach Joe Barroso’s teams - finishing in the NEC top-three in goals allowed for a third straight season.  Junior keeper Alex Fait
(Ottawa, Canada/St. Joseph’s) had a terrific year in his first season as a starter between the pipes.  He ranked third in the league in both
goals against average (0.90) and save percentage (.856), and posted six shutouts.  Defender Benjamin Pahlke (Lippstadt, Germany/
University of Paderborn), now a graduate student, remains one of the lynchpins of the defense.  Sophomore midfielder Marcello Castro
(Parana, Brazil/Centro Universitario Marings) led Sacred Heart with three goals in 2009.

After a promising start to the year in non-conference play, Saint Francis (PA) (6-11-2, 2-6-2 NEC) struggled against league competition
last season.  The Red Flash did show of a hint of their potential by tagging eventual NEC champion Monmouth with its only regular season loss,
a 2-0 shutout of the Hawks in late October.  Second-leading scorer David Butler (Baltimore, MD/Loyola Blakefield), a junior, who
finished 2009 with three goals and two assists, returns in the midfield for fourth year head coach Mike Casper.  Veteran midfielder/forward
Patrick Fleming (Dunedin, New Zealand/Bayfield) paced the Red Flash with three assists a year ago.  He returns for his senior season
along with classmate and top defender Benjamin Kujawa (Jarrettsville, MD/North Harford).

Following wins over Santa Clara and eventual America East champion Stony Brook in non-league action, Long Island (6-12, 3-7 NEC)
suffered through an up-and-down season that included nine one-goal losses, including five against conference opponents.  The Blackbirds
and 12th year head coach TJ Kostecky return their top four scorers from a year ago, led by dynamic sophomore forward Jakeem Johnson
(Montclair, NJ/Upper Montclair).  An All-NEC second team honoree, Johnson concluded his freshman campaign as the NEC’s second-
leading goal scorer (10) and third-highest point producer (22).  His counterpart up front, junior forward Steve Jakubowski (West
Deptford, NJ/West Deptford), tallied six goals for the second straight season to finish sixth in the conference.  He also ranked sixth in the
league in scoring (16 points) and seventh in assists (four).  The duo combined for 16 of LIU’s 22 goals on the year.

Central Connecticut State (6-10-1, 1-8-1 NEC) will look to rebound from an off-year as the Blue Devils dropped their last eight games
of the season after a 6-2-1 start.  A staple in New Britain, 26th year head coach Shaun Green brings back his top four point producers from last
season, led by first team All-NEC senior midfielder Robert Cavener (Tynemouth, England/Norham).  Playing with a creative flair,
Cavener tied for the NEC lead with eight assists in 2009 and ranked second on the club with 10 points.  Junior forward Eduardo Ortiz
(Pinchincho, Ecuador/Angel Polibio Chavez) was a four-goal scorer for the Blue Devils last season, while classmate Jared Spieker
(South Windsor, CT/South Windsor) tallied on three occasions from his backfield spot.

Last year’s youthful Robert Morris (3-13-3, 3-4-3 NEC) squad featured 22 underclassmen on a 27-player roster, so it came as little
surprise that the Colonials struggled through a winless non-league campaign.  Things began to fall into a place once RMU entered its league
slate, and the club’s 3-4-3 record was its best conference mark since 2006.  Under the direction of 14th-year head coach Bill Denniston, Toba
Bolaji (Vaughn, Ontario/Maple) had an outstanding freshman season in the net for the Colonials.  He ranked fourth in the NEC in both
goals against average (0.91) and save percentage (.851), and shutout five opponents on the season.  Senior midfielder Neil Shaffer
(Aliquippa, PA/Beaver), a local product, posted two goals and three assists and is the team’s leading returning scorer.

Bryant (5-12-1, 3-6-1 NEC) improved its victory total by four last season, its first playing a full NEC schedule.  The Bulldogs hope to
continue their improvement this year under 15th year head coach Seamus Purcell, a former All-American player at Providence.  Purcell must
retool his offense with just one returning goal scorer from last year.  Senior forward Tom Nelan (East Haddam, CT/Nathan Hale-Ray)
tallied twice last season, including the game-winner in a 1-0 win over Sacred Heart last October.  Senior keeper Victor Tutino (Deer Park,
NY/St. Anthony’s) was impressive in limited action in 2009, posting a 1.61 goals-against-average in six appearances.

The 2010 NEC Men’s Soccer Tournament will take place at the home of the high seed on November 12 & 14.  The top four teams in the regular
season standings will advance to the postseason event.  The winner of the NEC Tournament will receive the league’s automatic bid to the 2010
NCAA Soccer Championship.
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